Mouvember 10, 2003

To: 118, Department of State
CA/OCS/PRI
" Adoption Regulations Docket Room
SA 29
2201 C Street, NW
Washington D.C. 20520
clectronicallv emailed to: adoplionregsi@state.gov

Re:  Request to recognize COA accredited agency compliance with identified
duplicate standards of the Haguc Accreditation standards.

New Hope Child and Family Agency. Seantle, WA, recommends “recognition of compliance” with
identificd duphicative standards for those agencies currently accredited by COA for intercountry nduption
ErVICUS,

New Haope Child and Family Agency understands the importance of the new Hague Accreditation
standards and process 1o ensure compliance with the Tntercountry Adoption Act, Currently New [Tope
Child and Fumily Agency is accredited by the Council on Accreditation for Intercountry Adoption
Services. Having already demonstrated compliance with 2 number of sufficiently similar standards, we
encourage the State Department to allow currently COA accredited organizations 1o receive credin for
compliance with this select group of duplicative standards.

“Recognition” provides no unfair benefit to currently accredited agencies, as we will nut achieve full
accreditation without undergoing the Mague Accreditation and responding to a significant number ol
udditional standards, 1n sum. all ntercountry adoprion providers will be held to the exacl same
requirements regardless of their current voluntary accreditation status, however the documentation and
review of duplicative standards {highlighred in this response and the amached crosswalk) would be
iECessany

Attached is the chart preparcd by COA identifving the enfficiently similar standards that warrant
recognition. A copy of the complete crosswalk comparison of the regulations and COA stundards was
provided in COA's comments 10 the drafi regulations, or could be obtained by contacting COAL

Y our consideration of this “recognition” is greatly appreciated. It is apparent that all arganizations,
government oversight hodies and accreditors are pursuing qualily standards and in these times of nportant
movement towards accouniability it i also important 1o achieve these outcomes without duplication of
effort.

Thank vou for your consideration.

Respectfully submitted.

Diane Lostrangio, MSW.LICSW Agnes Y. Havlis, MSW, LICSW
Execulive Director Director of International Services



CREDIBILITY - INTECRITY - ACHIEVEMENT

Proposed Standards for Recognition
for Hague Acereditation

Sufficiently Similar '
o Proposed Rules COA Standards
96.30 a) | §15.2 .
90,30 ) Gll1.3.01 |
06.30 ¢) 515.2.03
96.32 h) G3.1.01, G3.6, and G3.7.01 (u, )
96,32 c) | G3.5.07
96.33 ) | G6.2.02 and G6.2,04
96,34 ¢) | 515.3.03
06,34 d) | G4.2.02
96,35 d) 1) T G4.7.04
96.37 a) 515.6
06.37 b) | $15.6.04
96.37 ¢) | S15.6.07 g
96,37 d) 1) | 515.6.01 (a)
96.37 d) 2) | S15.6.01 (b) |
96,37 &) 2) | §15.6.02 |
06,38 1) 6) | 815.6.03 (a) |
96.38) 7) | $15.6.05 (b)
96,38 b) 1) | $15.6.03 (a) -
06.38 b) 2) | §15.0.03 (b, d)
96,38 b) 7) | $15.6.03 (b)
96.39 ¢) | 515.3.06
Q.40 u) | $15.3.01
96.40 b) 3) S15.3.02 (e) |
96.400) T) $153.01
9641 d) G1.8 (d)
96,41 h) G2 and G2.1.01
96,42 d) 815501 (3, ¢)
96,42 &) i r_f_l__:—_l:f:i__f (a)
96.45a) 1) G11.8.05 (a)
06.45 b) 5) | GI1.7.04 (i)
Y643 b) 13) GI1L.7.04 (1)
96.47a) 2) 515.4.02 {c)
96.47 ) 2) 515.2.03
96.48 b) 7) $15.4.07
96.48¢) 1) 515.4.07
9648 ¢) 3) — [S15403(0)
9650 ¢} $13.5.02 (h)
06.50 2) $15.5.02 (a)

This chart was developed by the Council on Acereditation. Any questions should
be directed to: Javne Pietrass, Council on Accreditation; jpictrassiicounct.ory or
B66-COA-BOSS.




